R esidents of the state of Oregon are required to pay an annual fee of $42.50 for rights to hunt and fish during a specific season designated by the Department of Fish and Wild life. That is, all residents except Kalamath Indians. After some hard-fought legal battles during the 1970s in which the state of Oregon bent all efforts to bring the Kalamath Indians into line and make them obey state hunting and fishing laws, the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the Indians in the early 1980s. The Kalamath Indians now may hunt and fish without being bound by state regulations because the U.S. Congress did not declare otherwise when the treaty was signed over eighty years ago.
In San Gabriel, California, a Chinese businessman retained a real estate agent to help buy a home, but none of the houses that were listed appealed to him. As they were driving back to the office, the Chinese spotted a house and said that it was the one he wanted. The agent tried to explain that it wasn't for sale, but his client insisted. The woman of the house came to the door and the Chinese challenged her to put a price on the house. Just playing games, she said, "One million dollars." "Sold!" said the Chinese. She immediately called her husband home from work because the house would not have listed for a quarter of that price. When they agreed on the sale, the Chinese opened a briefcase and turned over one million dollars in currency.
In the St. John Valley of Maine, nuns teach religion in public schools. The Supreme Court might as well be light years away from Maine's 400,000 Franco-Americans who now comprise a full one-third of the state's population. In fact the 30,000 people who live in small towns on the American side of the St. John River consider themselves primarily citizens of La Republique de Ma dawaska (the land of the porcupines), even though they dutifully submit their 1040 forms to the Internal Revenue Service on an annual basis. New England has over 2 million people whose mother tongue is French, not English. Their ancestors first began to arrive in 1755, and in the beginning years of our own century trainloads of French Canadians poured in to work in Maine's textile mills and shoe factories. They now call themselves Franco Americans and they are here to stay.
The Real America
Whether in Oregon, California, or Maine, this is the real America. Today's America is a multi-ethnic society on a scale that boggles the imagination. The teeming multitudes of all colors, languages, smells, and cultures are not just a quaint sideline in our nation; they are America. And it is this America that God has called us to evangelize.
Jesus said, "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na tions" (Mt. 28:19) . The Greek from which "all nations" is trans lated is panta ta ethne. Ethne, of course,is the word from which our English word "ethnic" is derived. Because our Lord has commanded us to evangelize panta taethne,many American Chris-tian leaders have been developing a new awareness of ethnic America. Many are saying to the ethnics around us, "We care." We care about the millions upon millions of Asians and Hispanics and Middle Easterners and Europeans and American Indians and Caribbeans who have come to a land of freedom and opportunity. We care about the Mexican working in the restaurant in Minne apolis. We care about the Greek in the butcher shop in New York. We care about the Romanian sewing dresses in Chicago. We care "The teeming multitudes of all colors, languages, smells, and cultures are not just a quaint sideline in our nation; they are America." about the Japanese wholesaling stereo equipment in Los Angeles. We care about the Arab pumping gasoline in Detroit. Why do we care? Because God cares.
God cares for their bodies, their souls, their minds, their spirits, and their social relationships. And he calls us as Chris tians, no matter what our racial or national background, to be his instruments for reaching them with the message of the kingdom of God. God claims them as his own. He sent his Son to die for them. He wants them to be born again and thereby to see and enter into the kingdom of God.
What an enormous vision. The Bible says that where there is no vision the people perish (Prov. 29:18) . It also says that God is not willing that any should perish (2 Pet. 3:9) . This vision undoubtedly has many, many parts. I would like to begin to bring three of these parts into focus in this essay, namely, the social vision, the spiritual vision, and the strategic vision.
The Social Vision
I should think that when historians of the twenty-first century look back on the United States of the twentieth century, they will judge that the most significant decade was the decade of the 1960s. The two world wars, the Great Depression, the advent of space travel, and the cybernetic revolution will certainly be im portant. But I believe that even more important than any of these has been the civil rights movement of the '60s.
The civil rights movement, stimulated largely by black Chris tian leaders, has permanently changed America's self-image from that of an assimilationist to a pluralistic society. Most of us learned in school that America was a melting pot. We were led to believe that when people came across our borders from other nations, they would quickly forget about their past and become so-called Americans. The American way was to abandon all claims to Frenchness or Polishness or Irishness or Chineseness or Mexi canness and to adopt the so-called more civilized Anglo-American cultural values. This attitude also applied to the peoples who were here before the Anglos such as the Mohawks or the Sioux or the Comanche or any of hundreds of other Indian tribes. It was fully expected that they would inevitably recognize the superiority of Anglo culture and melt into the melting pot.
Up to the decade of the 1960s, most Americans actually thought the melting pot had worked. With only a few exceptions, ethnics were socially and legally invisible. Sociologists studied Americans only as individuals, and did little work on analyzing their group loyalties, which were not even supposed to exist. Mild doses of non-American behavior were tolerated and even regarded as somewhat colorful. St. Patrick's Day, French restau rants, and Polish jokes were a part of American life. But at levels that might affect government, law, or economics, ethnic behavior was frowned upon. At worst ethnicity was a serious threat to society, and at best it was a nuisance, which it was hoped would disappear in a generation of two.
America's Stewpot
Ethnicity did not disappear in a generation or two, nor will it. The real America is not a melting pot; it never was. The real America is a stewpot. While some prefer using analogies of salad "Ethnicity did not disappear in a generation or two, nor will it." bowl, mosaic, tapestry, or rainbow, I prefer the stewpot. In the stewpot each ingredient is changed and flavored by the other in gredients. The changes are for the better. The carrots, the pota toes, the meat, and the onions all taste better after they come in contact with each other in the stewpot. While they enrich each other, each ingredient nevertheless maintains its own identity and integrity. If the stew is overcooked the ingredients lose their identity and it becomes mush, not nearly as palatable a dish.
In the new American society that emerged from the civil rights movement of the 1960s, each ethnic ingredient now has the potential to be enriched through intercultural contact with the others. But, ideally, they are no longer under social pressure to become culturally Anglo-American in order to "make it" in our country. It is true that we have not always lived up to the ideal, but the sweep of social history over the last two decades is encouraging. American blacks in particular have taken giant steps toward the ideal with mayors of four of the six largest cities in the nation, two black Miss Americas, a black Tournament of Roses queen, and a presidential candidate who accentuated his blackness instead of pretending to ignore it. Other ethnic mi norities are advancing as well. We need to recognize that this could not be happening under the melting-pot ideal.
What does this stewpot look like? For the past eight years I have been collecting and updating facts concerning the ethnic makeup of the Los Angeles area. Here are the known groups with the best estimate of population: His panics (4 million), blacks (972,000), Germans (450,000), Italians (350,000), Koreans (270,000), Armenians (225,000), Iranians (200,000) Japanese (175,000), Arabs (160,000), Yugoslavs (150,000 divided sharply between Serbians and Croatians), Chinese (150,000) Filipinos (150,000), Vietnamese (100,000), American In dians (95,000), Russians (90,000), Israelis (90,000), Dutch (75,000), Hungarians (60,000), Samoans (60,000), French (55,000), Thai (50,000), Greek (50,000), British (50,000), Asian Indian (30~000), Dutch Indonesian (30,000), Egyptian Copts (10,000), Romanian (10,000), Turks (5,000), and Gypsies (5,000). I fully expect infor mation on other groups to surface as time goes by. One television station, KSCI, has programs in English, Spanish, Arabic, Farsi, Armenian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, Cantonese, and Mandarin.
What is said about Los Angeles could be said about cities across the land. Minorities now make up a majority in at least twenty-five major United States cities, including Miami, Newark, Washington, Atlanta, Detroit, EI Paso, New Orleans, Chicago, Hartford, and Jersey City, as well as many more. Miami is the second largest Cuban city. Downtown stores carry window signs "English spoken here." There are more Jews in New York City than in Tel Aviv. Chicago is the world's second largest Polish city, and Los Angeles the second largest Mexican city. There are more Hispanics in Los Angeles than in seven of the Latin American countries. The United States is the fifth largest Spanish-speaking country in the world. New York is the second largest Puerto Rican city. The projection is that by the year 2000, more than fifty major United States cities will be predominantly ethnic minority.
Census figures are the chief source of information on United States population, but they frequently need refining for a more accurate broad-scale picture. For example, they do not include undocumented aliens and there are many discrete ethnic groups that are not enumerated as groups at all. Based on the 1980 census and with interpolations done by the Southern Baptist Home Mis sion Board and myself, I have arrived at the following breakdown of United States population with evangelistic purposes in mind. Notice that the deaf are listed separately. Although they are not an ethnic group as such, they do need a specialized kind of evan gelism, since they have their own language, a highly endogamous marriage pattern, and behavior patterns distinct from the domi nant culture. 
Ethnics on the Increase
It is one thing to know the numbers of the colorful ethnic mosaic that is the real America, but it is another to know the trends. Non-Anglo minorities are likely to increase disproportionately as the years go by. For one thing, generally speaking, they have a significantly higher birth rate than Anglos. For another, the im migration patterns have been on the increase. These figures do not include the undocumented immigrants. No one knows exactly how many illegal aliens enter the United States each year, but it is known that the Immigration and Nat uralization Service in 1976 apprehended and deported an average of 2,400 per day, and that by 1983 that daily average was up to 5,500 or over 2 million per year. Some estimates say that con servatively we can believe that 600,000 undocumented persons enter the United States per year for permanent residence . While most of these are Mexicans, large numbers come from a variety of other countries as well.
The Hispanic population of California is increasing so rapidly that, at the present rate, sometime before the turn of the century California will once again be a Spanish-speaking state. California legislators spend a good bit of time debating the issues that this raises. All voting material in the state is now bilingual, but a bill has been introduced to remove the Spanish from the voting ma terials. This is obviously a feeble effort to force Hispanics to forget their language and learn English. But on the other side another bill was introduced which would require fluency in Spanish to graduate from high school in the state. Neither has passed as of this writing.
The increase of American Indians, or Native Americans, through the years has been dramatic, particularly in view of the persistent effort of the whites to eliminate not only tribalism but the entire race through forced assimilation. The first census of Indians was made in 1890, when 248,000 were counted. By 1970 there were 1.5 million and in 1980 the figure was up to 3.5 million. The 95,000 Indians in the Los Angeles area represent more than 100 of the 493 federally recognized tribes. Over the last ten years the number of Indian-owned businesses in California has risen from fifty to 600.
It is obvious even to a casual observer that the vast majority of America's ethnics live in the cities . Seventy-five percent of America's blacks live in cities. Eighty-four percent of Hispanics live in cities . East Los Angeles, California, is 96 percent Hispanic. When immigrants come from abroad they settle in the cities . Internal migration has been from the rural to the metropolitan areas throughout American history, with a brief reversal in the mid-seventies. It is appropriate, then, that the city become a focal point for ethnic evangelization. We are learning a great deal about It is unlikely any other nation in the world is so intentionally plur alistic : the people of the United States have chosen to come to these shores: men, women and children giving up home and family, status and stability, human beings drawn by things more powerful than might or wealth; for here triumphs the concept of freedom and hope, here promises a fresh start, an equal chance: the op portunity to be somebody.
The Spiritual Vision
If the real America is a multitude of multicolored, multilingual, multicultural human beings, the spiritual vision for the real Amer ica is summed up in an extraordinarily challenging evangelistic task. America is a multitude to be won to Jesus Christ.
What the exact parameters of this evangelistic challenge are I do not know. Information on the status of evangelization in each of the distinct ethnic groups is spotty and largely private. Many 1/ American ethnics are underevangelized, compared especially to Anglos and blacks."
individuals have up-to-date information, but such information does not readily enter the public domain . Obviously more re search is needed.
One thing we do know is that American ethnics are under evangelized, compared especially to Anglos and blacks. About 74 percent of America's 26.5 million blacks are affiliated with churches, and about 68 percent of whites are church members. Church membership, of course, is never the whole story when planning evangelism, for many church members are nothing more than nominal Christians and are not born again. They, too, need to be evangelized by what is known as E-O evangelism (bringing nominal Christians into personal commitment to Christ, with "zero" cultural distance between evangelists and hear ers) . Nevertheless the number of active Christians in the black and Anglo communities of the United States is fairly high. This is not true about most of the ethnic groups. I do not have hard data for Hispanics in Los Angeles, but some guessti mates have been floating around . Most Hispanics are nominal Catholics, but the number of active Catholics may be only around 10 percent, not unusual when compared to many Latin American countries. However, the number of Protestants, called evangelicos, is probably less than 4 percent, lower than most Latin American nations. By contrast, Protestants in Guatemala are now pushing toward 30 percent of the population.
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The Pattern of Acts
All this adds up, as I have said, to an enormous evangelistic challenge. The spiritual vision for the real America needs to be a vision firmly rooted in the Word of God. The book of Acts is significa.nt for understanding this because it is a book on the cross cultural communication of the gospel. Up to the time of Pentecost the spread of the gospel had been confined largely to a relatively small ethnic group, namely Aramaic-speaking Galilean Jews. This, not coincidentally, was the people group in which Jesus and the apostles were born and raised. While Jesus did have touch with some Hellenistic Jews and some Samaritans and some Gen tiles, they were marginal. He sent his disciples to "the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Mt. 10:6) and declared that he himself had been sent to the people of Israel (Mt. 15:24). After Jesus' ascension, the people who went out to proclaim the gospel on the day of Pentecost were noteworthy in Jerusalem because they were all Galileans, according to Acts 2:7.
But while the gospel first took root in a rather tight ethnic group of Galilean Jews (who, incidentally, would be almost di rectly analagous to Appalachians in the United States today), it was by no means Jesus' intention that the gospel stay there. This is why the Great Commission was such an incredible challenge to the apostles. Jesus specifically commanded them to carry the good news of the kingdom to panta ta ethne, all the peoples. As a starter it was to include Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria; then it was to go to the uttermost parts of the earth. These details, given in Acts 1:8, establish the outline for the book of Acts, and the story unfolds in twenty-eight exciting chapters.
The first step was crossing the cultural barrier to the Hellen ists on the day of Pentecost. Thousands and thousands of very sophisticated Hellenistic Jews had come to Jerusalem for the feast from every part of the Roman empire. For a motley group of Galileans to preach to them would be like an evangelistic team from a Kentucky coal-mining village speaking in the commons at Harvard. It could be done only with the supernatural power of God, and this power came in the form of the miracle of tongues. Three thousand were converted, and the gospel spread through Jerusalem and Judea.
Still, almost all believers were Jews. Then Stephen, one of the Hellenists and Christianity's first missiologist, preached his watershed sermon, which gave a theological legitimization for carrying God's message to non-Jews. Stephen lost his life for it, but his friend Philip, another Hellenist, implemented the theory by taking the gospel to the Samaritans. Peter and John, both Hebrews, visited Philip, confirmed his work, and themselves be gan preaching to some Samaritans.
The final challenge was the uttermost part of the earth, namely, the Gentiles. Peter, somewhat reluctantly, broke the ice in the house of Cornelius, but he never turned out to be much of a cross-cultural worker. God raised up the apostle Paul, a self declared Hebrew, but with Hellenistic roots, to be the great apos tle to the Gentiles. Through him and his missionary bands, this, the most formidable cultural hurdle, was crossed and the gospel was rapidly moving out to panta ta ethne.
This pattern in the book of Acts is God's pattern for today also. The gospel is designed not to be captive to a particular ethnic or people group, but to jump cultural barrier after cultural barrier.
Some Excellent Progress
Fortunately we are not starting from scratch. While the task is formidable, excellent starts have been made by many churches and denominations.
At the top of the list in ethnic ministries in the United States are the Southern Baptists. Their Language Missions Division un der the leadership of Oscar Romo has set the pace over the last ten or fifteen years. Southern Baptists are the most ethnically diverse denomination, worshiping in 87 languages in more than 4,600 language-culture congregations every Sunday. This is an aggregate of 250,000 ethnic believers praising God in their own churches. Over 20,000 new ethnics are professing faith in Jesus Christ each year through their ministry. During that period of time he planted nineteen new churches! I think of Pastor Kwang Shin (David) Kim, a successful Ko rean landscape architect who was also an atheist. He was saved in 1978 and decided to leave his business to study at Talbot Sem inary and then to plant a Christian and Missionary Alliance church in Norwalk, California, near Los Angeles. The church grew rapidly, and leased an entire unused high school campus. They are already nearly filling the 2,000-seat auditorium on Sun day, and Kim's goal is to have 7,000 members by 1988. But this is also a church with a vision for cross-cultural ministry. Their missions budget is now approaching a half-million dollars an nually, and they hope to raise $2.5 million per year for missions by 1988. They have already established Filipino and Cambodian congregations as well as an Anglo congregation. The Korean church pays the Anglo pastor's salary! This reminds me of an Assemblies of God Korean church in Manhattan pastored by Nam Soo Kim. They are investing in a thirty-three story building on West 33rd Street, just one block from Madison Square Garden. They are building a sanctuary to seat 3,000. The total budget for it was $5 million, and in one day the congregation came up with pledges of $2 million.
Multiply these examples by hundreds and you will have a glimpse of the exciting things God is already doing among the ethnics of our nation. Our spiritual vision is to accelerate these efforts until the panta ta ethne of America have become disciples of Jesus Christ.
The Strategic Vision
A vision for the real America sees a multitude of ethnics in an urban stewpot, a multitude that needs to be won to Christ. But how is this to be accomplished? The final part of the vision is a strategic vision-the vision of a harvest field ready to be reaped. How to do the reaping in the most efficient manner is the question at hand. I see four major aspects of this strategic task: motivation, mobilization, contextualization, and kingdom ministry. Each one deserves an essay in itself, but I shall be very brief in outlining what I feel needs to be done.
Motivation
The first step in reaching ethnic America for Christ is to want to do it. Motivation is key.
For one thing, ethnics need to be motivated to reach ethnics. This is monocultural, or E-1, evangelism in the categories used by the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. * The old saying that "nationals can evangelize better than missionaries" has always been true. Since 1970, 430 Korean churches have been planted in the Los Angeles area. Virtually all of them were planted by Koreans using E-1 evangelism. One of my Taiwanese students, Felix Liu, has planted seven Taiwanese churches in the past five or six years. Such activity needs to be multiplied. Ethnic churches that are not actively involved in evangelism and church planting need to be motivated to do it. Happily, most of them already are.
For another thing, Anglo churches and denominations need to be motivated for cross-cultural evangelism. and church plant ing. This is E-2 and E-3 evangelism. A great amount of respon sibility lies on the Anglo churches because, even though Anglos are a numerical minority, they still control the key structures of American society. They can make things happen in this country that many ethnic groups simply cannot make happen. Anglo Christians must not say, "Let the ethnics take care of their own evangelism." Under God, they need to say, "Let us use our resources of people, money, and influence to make sure ethnic evangelism gets done and that ethnics have what they need to do the best job possible." I am not advocating Anglo paternalism "These categories are described in Ralph Winter, "The Highest Priority: Cross Cultural Evangelism," in Gerald H. Anderson and Thomas F. Stransky, eds., Mission Trends No.2 (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1975), pp. 109-122. [-Eds.] April 1986 at this point, but neither am I advocating Anglo detachment. A wise balance of partnership must be found.
I have already mentioned many Anglo denominations that are doing this well. More need to join forces with them. I was pleased just the other day to hear that the Christian Reformed Church is beginning to take cross-cultural evangelism seriously. Here is a traditionally Dutch denomination that now has churches worshiping in eleven different languages. If present trends con tinue, by the year 2000 there will be more Asians than Dutch in Christian Reformed Churches across the United States.
As all United States churches, denominations, and other Christian organizations are sensitized to the possibilities, chal lenge, and feasibility of greatly increasing the evangelistic min istries to unreached individuals and people groups in the United States, Christian leaders across America will catch fire, and great advances will be made toward finishing our evangelistic task.
Mobilization
Motivated people are ready to take action. But the energy that is released must be channeled productively. I see three key areas for which God's people should be mobilized.
First, they should be mobilized for prayer. Prayer is supreme, for we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers. I must confess that for a large part of my own Chris tian ministry I thought that the inclusion of prayer under sug gestions for strategy was simply a mandatory Christian platitude. Now I understand how wrong I was and how vital prayer really is for accomplishing God's purpose.
Second, God's people should be motivated to plant churches. New church planting is the single most effective evangelistic methodology known under heaven. Denominations that are suc cessfully winning ethnics are doing so because they are multi plying new churches and church-type missions. Some of these ethnic churches are started by existing ethnic or Anglo churches. For example, my own church, Lake Avenue Congregational Church of Pasadena, California, now has Chinese, Indonesian, Hispanic, Filipino, and Korean congregations right on the same campus. This needs to increase, but also we need separate agen cies dedicated to starting churches. Earl Parvin, in Mission USA, "New church planting is the single most effective evangelistic methodology known under heaven."
states that 12,000 home missionaries are currently serving in the United States. I don't know how many of them are planting churches, but the majority should be. Some foreign mission agen cies such as CAM International and the Latin America Mission have taken the bold step of declaring the United States a mission field and are now using their overseas church-planting experience to help win American ethnics.
Third, workers should use their energies well by concen trating on the responsive segments of society. God wants laborers in the harvest fields, but not all fields ripen at the same time. Years of research in the resistance-receptivity theory has shown that new arrivals are frequently much more ready to accept the gospel than long-term residents. It is strategically important to discover where ethnics are moving in, whether as foreign im migrants or from other parts of the United States, and concentrate church-planting teams there. While we must not neglect anyone, nor should we bypass the resistant, we nevertheless should give a high priority to the receptive, the ripe harvest fields.
Contextualization
The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization has popular ized the "people approach to world evangelization" in recent years. Its basic thrust is to identify the people groups that are as yet unreached and move in with an objective of planting churches to fit the culture of the group. We Anglo-Americans have been particularly guilty of believing that everyone should do it just the way we do. We would rather persuade the ethnics to join our churches than plant new ethnic churches. We continually attempt to force new wine into our old wineskins, and wonder why it does not stay. I like the way Oscar Romo puts it, "We are seeking to evangelize, not to Americanize." He contends that "we must allow culture to set the agenda for our sharing the love of Jesus Christ for all people."
We need to realize that not all ethnics are the same. Some are nuclear ethnics and they require language churches. Some are fellow-traveler or marginal ethnics and they need bilingual churches or English-speaking churches. A few are alienated eth nics and they will be very happy in Anglo churches. If we are evangelizing ethnics, we must not major in telling them what we think they need, but rather, we must minister to them on their own terms.
Leadership selection and training is a crucial area that has hindered many denominations from undertaking successful eth nic evangelism. Denominations that require college and seminary "Denominations that require college and seminary for ordination will not be able to move ahead rapidly in planting churches in most ethnic groups." for ordination will not be able to move ahead rapidly in planting churches in most ethnic groups. Ordination requirements, like all other aspects of church life, should be contextualized to fit the culture; they should not be superimposed by the Anglo churches.
Kingdom Ministry
Finally, our strategy for reaching the real America must be biblical. It must be a strategy of the kingdom of God. It must be holistic and deal with all aspects of need that ethnic people have. We must be sure that the evangelistic mandate and the cultural man date are in biblical balance.
The Lausanne Covenant rightly recognizes that the evan gelistic mandate is primary because evangelism brings eternal life.
Successful social ministry is good, but at best it brings peace and prosperity only for life here on earth. This of course must not be neglected and we must love and care for the poor even as Jesus did. Many ethnic groups are poor, but not all. Asian Americans, for example, showed the highest per-capita group income in the United States in the 1980 census, higher even than Anglos.
One of the social conditions that we must be acutely aware of is racial prejudice and discrimination. The ethnics we are at tempting to evangelize are often victims of injustices, and these must not be tolerated. Prejudice is rarely removed by legislation; it is most often removed by love. Love is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, so as both ethnics and others receive Christ, love will be more prevalent, and barriers of discrimination will be broken down. We may not assume, however, that racism will disappear by itself. We must work at it, recognizing that it can occur between Viet namese and Italians or between Armenians and Mexicans just as readily as between whites and blacks.
There is one area in which kingdom ministry relates directly to contextualization, and I think it is more important for ethnic evangelism than many of us might realize. That is the relationship of supernatural signs and wonders to ethnic evangelism. When Jesus sent out his disciples he said, "Preach, saying the king dom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons" (Mt. 10:7-8). When he gave the Great Commission he told his apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high (Lk. 24:49). Power to heal the sick and cast out demons is a formidable asset in communi cating the gospel cross-culturally.
I am not suggesting that we all become Pentecostal or char ismatic. I am neither myself. Yet for four years we have been teaching courses on this at Fuller Theological Seminary and have discovered that God is more than willing to give the rest of us the same power of the Holy Spirit that the Pentecostals and the charismatics have enjoyed for years. Many of us have not been open to it, however, largely because of the pervasive influence of secular humanism on Anglo-American culture. This same secular humanism has not influenced many ethnics nearly as much. The world of the supernatural with demons and angels, visions and dreams, is much more real to them than to many of us. Part of our kingdom ministry to them, as I see it, is to allow the power of God to be demonstrated among them in supernatural ways, not for the sake of being spectacular, but because it is a New Testament way of encouraging the message of the gospel to be heard and accepted.
Conclusion
This, then, is my vision for reaching the real America. I hope you share it with me. It is a vision of a few sparks now, which will soon be fanned into flames by the power of God. John said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. The disciples on the Emmaus road said, "Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?" (Lk.24:32) . It is this kind of fire for which I pray. The fire of the Holy Spirit must begin in the hearts of those of us who have ears to hear. This is the fire that will produce a burning desire to see ethnic America won to Jesus Christ.
